The Other Press, July 13, 2005 by unknown

Lett it or 
Well hello there, everyone, and welcome to 
the July issue of the Other Press. 
As far as months go, July is pretty awe-
some. Oh sure, it's no December, but the 
seventh month of the year is still a hot lit-
tle number. I mean, it's all full up on 
barbecues, beach parties, and camping out 
under the stars-plus there's the added 
anticipation for August's "Best of New 
West" (BONW) edition of the Other Press. 
Yup, that's right. August marks the third-
annual, super-fabulous BONW, and this 
Submission Guidelines 
time around we're asking for your help. 
Oh sure, the staff and contributors of 
the Other Press know everything, but we 
are also lazy. Ergo, we figured we'd let you 
have a say this year, too. Check out the offi-
cial BONW ballot in this issue, and then 
email your brilliant local insights to me at 
othereditor@yahoo.ca. It'll be waaay fun, 
so don't be lame, get your ballots in by July 
31. 
Okay, okay, I know what you're think-
ing, BONW is so next month, and you're 
right. After all, there's still the July Other 
Press for you to love, honour, and cherish. 
But you can't marry it. Yet. In the mean-
time, you'll have to settle for marrying the 
human being you love. Even if that human 
being happens to have similar genitalia as 
you. For more information on the radical 
concept of marrying the person you love 
despite other people's antiquated, illogical, 
and hateful misgivings, take a brief walk 
down the OP aisle to the News and 
Opinions sections this month. 
And as if that isn't enough, you can also 
read up on the state of today's young 
Conservative Party members, the Foo 
Fighters, Batman, and what Sports Editor 
Darren Paterson is doing Down Under 
(and by that he means Australia, thank 
God) . Oh, and you definitely don't want to 
miss the "Battle Royale" article, in which 
four of the OP's foxiest fellas debate the 
merits of their favourite athletes. 
July also marks my second-last issue as 
Managing Editor of the Other Press. That 
bastard Colin Miley has usurped my throne 
and turned my loyal minions against me. 
Or maybe they just didn't like me referring 
to them as "my loyal minions" anymore, 
whatever. The point is that I will soon be 
unemployed. So if anyone out there wants 
to hire me, I'm yours. Of course, I am pre-
pared for the possibility that not all of you 
are currently in the market to hire a 
Managing Editor, but that's cool. I can do 
other things, too. Like, say, if you needed 
someone to bake cookies and drink tequi-
la-! could do that for you. And I'm not 
above hiring myself out to the dateless to 
play the role of "girlfriend" at summer 
weddings and family reunions. For an extra 
20 bucks I'll even throw in some ... editing. 
Okay, enough of this writing nonsense, 
I've got want ads to read and tequila to 
drink. 
See you next month, 
-Amanda Aikman, Managing Editor 
The weekly deadline for submissions is Wednesday for publication 
the following Wednesday. Letters to the Editor, vacant sections, 
and "time-sensitive" articles (weekend news, sports, and cultural 
reviews) will be accepted until Saturday noon and can be submitted 
to the editor at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
All other submissions should be forwarded to the appropriate 
section editor. Please include your name, phone number/ email 
address, and word count, and submit via email as an MS Word.doc 
attachme.nt to the attention of the appropriate editor. 
News 
fergle1 b@telus.net 
Opinions 
oplnlonsubmlt@ hotmall.com 
The Other Press is Douglas College's 
autonomous student newspaper. 
The Other Press is run by a collective, 
which means all decisions are reached via a 
democratic voting process. Membership in 
the voting collective is open to any person 
who has contributed to at least two of three 
consecutive issues. Those interested in join-
ing the Other Press collective should · 
contact the managing editor at 
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A&E 
aedltor@gmall.com 
Features 
krwelsh @canada.com 
othereditor@yahoo.ca. 
The Other Press is published weekly dur-
ing the fall and winter semesters, and 
monthly (as a magazine) during the summer. 
We receive our funding from a student 
levy collected every semester at registration, 
and from local and national advertising rev-
enue. The Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), a cooper-
ative of student newspapers from across 
Sports 
ddp20@ hotmail.com 
Canada. We adhere to CUP's Statement of 
Common Principles and Code of Ethics-
except when it suits us not to. The Other 
Press reserves the right to choose what to 
publish, and will not publish material that is 
racist, sexist, or homophobic. Submissions 
may be edited for clarity and brevity if nec-
essary. 
All images are copyright to their respec-
tive owners. 
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Douglas Word on the Street 
Kat Code, OP Photographer 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would it be? 
lain Reeve, some dude: 
"One thing I would change about 
the world? Two girls for every boy." 
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Jessica Gojevic, Accounting 
Management: 
"If I could change one thing, every-
body would accept everybody for 
who they are-there would be toler-
ance for all cultures and all people in 
the world." 
Lisa Schive, Print Futures: 
"I'd change the concept that it's okay 
to hurt someone if you have a good 
reason." 
Shannon Okano, Geography: 
"I would make everybody recycle 
absolutely everything that can be 
recycled." 
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David Lam Gets a Personality, finally 
Thirty-six ·million-dollar expansion to turn campus into health-sciences Mecca 
Brandon Ferguson, N ews Editor 
C hanges abound at the David Lam campus, where Douglas College has begun its $36.1-million 
expansion that will house up to 1,500 new 
ftrll-time students in the health-sciences 
department. With the approval of a new 
Bachelor of Science (BSc) in Psychiatric 
ursing, which goes along with the 
already adopted BSc in Nursing, Douglas 
hopes to forge a vibrant community at the 
long-neglected Coquitlam campus. 
Some day, there may even be a pub 
night held out there. 
The Honourable Ida Chong, former 
Minister of Advanced Education, said, 
"New construction will provide class-
rooms, labs, academic offices, and library 
and study space to create more learning 
opportunities for students at Douglas 
College." 
Former MLA Richard Stewart, in one 
of his last acts as an employed person, 
added, "I'm excited to see the additional 
student spaces right here in Coquitlam. 
And this new state-of-the-art learning 
facility will allow Douglas College to take 
a leading role in educating future health 
practitioners." 
The expansion will also create more 
jobs in food services, administrative 
Susan Witter (left), Ida Chong (right) 
duties, and school maintenance-Stewart 
may wish to fire off a resume, after being 
bounced by NDP candidate Diane 
Thorne. 
To make this 9,720-square-metre proj-
ect happen, Douglas chipped in $4.1 
million to go with the province's $32-mil-
lion contribution as part of their "Golden 
Decade" and "25,000 new seats by 201 0" 
public-relations campaign (I mean, strate-
gy to solidify the future health of BC). 
College president, Susan Witter, 
gushed over the province's generosity. 
"This is such wonderful news," she said, 
"The commitment made by the provincial 
government to provide funding for this 
building, along with 1,500 additional full-
time student spaces here and in New 
Westminster, will be an enormous benefit 
to our students and the community." 
Provincial Liberal bullshit aside, 
Douglas has taken it upon themselves to 
restructure the sense of community in the 
College and correct the schism that exists 
between the two campuses. Of the 1,500 
new student spaces coming to the college, 
794 will go to the Lam, along with some 
626 spaces in current health-science pro-
grams. Miss you already Megan. 
Blaine Jensen, vice-president of edu-
cational services for Douglas College and 
noted snappy dresser, told slack-jawed 
student-union-meeting attendees that the 
changes were being made with the inten-
tion of "creating a more vibrant and 
enjoyable atmosphere" on the David Lam 
campus. 
Ahem ... pub nights ... ahem. 
The new building-to be built on the 
south side of Lam where, right now, total-
ly useless grass grows-will be completed 
in November 2007, and open for January 
2008. 
The HRCC·S Casual Labour Program: Who knew? 
Max Hilland, Summer E mployment Officer 
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W ith highschools across the Lower Mainland breaking 
for summer holidays, students 
will soon be eagerly searching for 
jobs in order to make some extra 
cash. As any student knows, the 
summer is a very competitive 
time for job hunting, often tak-
ing several weeks of searching to 
find anything. In order to help 
students avoid this frustrating 
reality, the Human Resource 
Centre of Canada for Students 
(HRCC-S), open since May, is 
offering a program designed for 
those facing this barrier. 
The program, which is called 
the Casual Labour Program (or 
the Odd Job Squad), is one of 
many services offered by the 
HRCC-S, and has a specific 
objective: to offer flexible, casual 
(up to five days) labour to stu-
dents. Because of the casual 
nature of the program, it is a 
perfect opportunity for those 
who are in the midst of search-
ing for long-term employment 
and need to make some quick 
cash. As part of the Youth 
Employment Strategy, the target-
ed age group for the program is 
15-30. Those with little or no 
experience need not worry, as 
the program is designed to be 
suitable for everybody. Because 
of the wide range of jobs avail-
able-from gardening to data 
entry-the Casual Labour 
Program helps you become a 
more versatile employee and 
strengthens your resume. 
On the students' end, all you 
have to do is sign up at the 
HRCC-S office. The employer is 
responsible for setting the pay 
and hours of work, and is 
required to abide by all of the 
Canadian Labour Laws. There 
are a number of returning stu-
dents who successfully found 
work through the program, and 
have built relationships with 
employers who were pleased 
with their excellent work. 
The HRCC-S office is located 
at 100-624 Agnes Street, New 
Westminster, and is open from 
9am-4:30pm, Monday-Friday. 
For more information, call 
604.666.1200. 
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News Wears Short Shorts 
Brandon Ferguson, News Editor 
four Bombs Rock London land I don't mean Velvet Revolver! 
It was never a matter of if, but always a question of 
when. In the morning hours of Thursday, July 7, 
London was hit with four consecutive bombs-three in 
the Tube and one on a double-decker bus-in the worst 
attack in the capital since the Second World War. 
At 8:51am, a bomb ripped through a train approxia-
matley 100 metres from Liverpool Street station, killing 
at least seven people. Five minutes later, another bomb 
detonated close to Russell Square and King's Cross sta-
tions, killing 21. At 9:17am, a third bomb exploded at 
Edgemore Road station, leaving five dead. Finally, half 
an hour later, a double-decker bus lost its top when a 
bomb exploded in the back at the intersection of 
Woburn Square and Tavistock Place, killing at least two. 
In total, approxiamatley 50 died and over 700 were 
injured. 
The rapid succession of attacks left the city in chaos. 
Initial reports claimed there had been an electrical mal-
function with the subway grid. As news began to filter 
out that an attack had taken place, many commuters 
stopped in their tracks, crowded around TVs, and trick-
led into pubs to get information. 
Coming only one day after London was awarded the 
2012 Summer Olympics, and in the midst of the G8 
summit, the intent and culprits were unmistakable. A 
radical Muslim website for the European wing of Al-
Qaida claimed responsibility shortly after the dust and 
soot had settled. 
Quickly morphing from freedom-fighting martyrs 
into innocents-attacking chicken shits, the focus of 
hatred has turned to soft targets-the attacks come just 
over a year after 191 Spaniards were killed in the Madrid 
train bombings. 
Before things get out of hand with symbolism (one 
London daily is calling the attack 7 /7), and before more 
religious zealots become martyrs for "evil" by killing 
innocents and making more martyrs for "good," I'd like 
to make one point: go after those responsible. George 
W Bush, Osama bin Laden; meet after school, bring 
knives and chains, and fuck each other up. Get out of 
Iraq and stay out of our subways. If bin Laden hates 
Bush so much, he should send every one of his opera-
tives after him. If Bush hates bin Laden so much, maybe 
flex some of that technological muscle by laying low 
militarily while perking those informational ears up. 
Otherwise, we're just continuing the cycle of hatred 
while murdering a whole lot of folks. And is that serv-
ing a purpose or simply a War on Overpopulation? 
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Gay Liberals Making 
Conservatives Mnn 
Oh those crafty Liberals. When they 
aren't stealing funds from 
Canadians, calling the Bloc 
Quebecois troublemakers, or mak-
ing deals with the DP, they're 
pulling the wool over the 
Conservatives' eyes. It's official: the 
Libs are my new favourite bad guys. 
Sorry Dr. Claw-you're out. 
With a majority of the three 
non-homophobic parties in favour 
of Bill C-38, and with Stephen 
Harper's Tories determined to delay 
the vote as long as possible, the 
Libs, Bloc, and NDP enacted a lit-
tle-known parliamentary loophole 
that limited debate to one hour, 
thus forcing a vote. The vote passed 
158-133. 
The bill will effectively change 
the language of the Charter of 
Rights, though the notwithstanding 
clause will still be available for indi-
vidual provinces. (Shh. D o you hear 
that? It's the sound of the four gay 
guys in Alberta sprinting for the 
Rockies.) 
Uon Kings Save Princess 
In what will hopefully be my last 
news section ever, I can't tell you 
how happy it makes me to bring 
you this story. After nearly a year of 
death, natural disaster, dip-shitted 
American politics, and Gordon 
Campbell (oh God, the Gordo), 
The vote came only days after 
the Liberals had snuck one by the 
Conservatives on Bill C-48-the 
budget bill was passed near mid-
night after some of the Tory MPs 
had already left for the night (pre-
sumably to go cow-tipping and 
cougar hunting). Needless to say, 
Stephen Harper was not pleased at 
being back-doored by Paul Martin 
for the second time. Without warn-
here's something that warms the 
cockles of my heart. 
News slowly filtered out of 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia late last 
month, of a young girl who had 
been kidnapped, beaten, and tor-
tured for seven days by men who 
planned to force the 12-year-old 
into marriage. Yes, terribly cheery. 
But that's when lions came to 
the rescue. 
Three black-mane lions came 
out of the forest, scared the abduc-
tors away, and then stood guard 
over the battered girl until police 
could track them down in Kefa 
Zone, a remote southwestern 
province in Ethiopia. When the 
police approached the girl and her 
lion protectors, the lions simply 
walked off and went back into the 
forest. 
"They stood guard until we 
found her and then they just left her 
like a gift and went back into the 
forest," Sergeant Wondimu Wedajo 
said. 
mg or lube. That's one badass 
mama-jama. 
"Because it is being passed with 
the support of the Bloc, I think it 
will lack legitimacy for a lot of 
Canadians," said Harper, the Boy 
Blunder. 
Justice Minister Irwin Cotler was 
quick to point out the hypocrisy of 
Harper's comments. 
"If that's the case," he said, 
"then all his [Boy Blunder's] votes in 
concert with the Bloc would lack 
legitimacy themselves." 
That's what makes the Liberals 
such a great villain: they've got this 
Godfather mentality where they can 
do anything, piss off anyone, throw 
everything said and done right back 
in their enemy's face, and then 
throw us a bone and we'll all drool. 
Mind you, it's much less impres-
sive when you're battling Boy 
Blunder, Gilles De Rat, and 
Oompaloompa Leyton. Inspector 
Gadget, Penny, and Brain-now 
there was a formidable trio. You're 
back in Dr. Claw. And your fat 
MAD cat too. 
Excuse me, but I need a 
moment, because that freaking 
rules. 
Quick to belittle the beauty of 
this occurrence were zoologists 
with their fancy schmancy logic. 
"A young girl whimpering could 
be mistaken for the mewing sound 
from a lion cub, which in turn could 
explain why they didn't eat her," 
Stuart Williams, a wildlife expert 
who frequently looks gift horses 
right in the mouth, said. 
Wedajo concurred, saying, 
"Everyone thinks this is some kind 
of miracle because normally the 
lions would attack people." 
So far, four of the men respon-
sible have been caught, though 
three remain on the lam. 
Perhaps it was more than mis-
taken mewing that drove the lions 
to act; maybe it was watching seven 
grown men beating up a little girl 
that forced the lions' hands, er, 
paws. At least someone finally did. 
Go, lions, go! 
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Bill C·38 a Good Start, but lquality Takes More Than Words 
CF Miley, Opinions Editor 
I 'd like to take this opportunity to applaud Canada for becoming the third country in history to 
recognize the rights of same-sex cou-
ples to wed. During a late-night vote 
on June 28, 2005, the controversial 
Bill C-38 passed 158-133. With the 
bill, supported by a coalition of 
Liberals, Bloc Quebecois, and 
NDPers, Canada is altering a law 
deemed unjust by most of the provin-
cial Supreme courts in the land. More 
importantly, this bill is a step towards 
ending Canada's legislated prejudice. 
I've never been able to wrap my 
head around the argument that allow-
ing same-sex couples to marry some-
how demeans the sanctity of 
marriage. That argument may have 
had legs back when marriage vows 
were truly for life, but in these days of 
skyrocketing divorce rates, when so 
many Canadians have been married 
multiple times, the largely religious-
based ideals surrounding same-sex 
marriage have been outed for what 
they are-homophobia and prejudice. 
As a brief aside, have you ever 
noticed that the biggest homophobes 
often appear to have some latent 
homosexual tendencies? I'm just say-
ing .... 
Back to the topic at hand: With 
Martin's coup of courting the Bloc 
into the pro-C-38 camp, Conservative 
leader Stephen Harper received 
another big old helping of "you got 
served" from the minority Liberals. 
After luring Belinda Stronach away 
from the conservatives last month, 
Martin managed to broker another 
backroom deal before the C-38 vote, 
this time with the Bloc. I'd have loved 
to see the glazed look of defeat in 
Harper's eyes when he found out that 
the bill looked locked to pass. Would 
you like some bacon with the egg on 
your face, Mr. Harper? 
adv rt:ise 
it:h u ! 
we~re easier t:han 
e lo k. 
errn_, it's easier 
~han it looks. 
I am left wondering, however, 
what Martin offered Bloc leader 
Gilles Duceppe in return for his 
party's support? A lifetime supply of 
poutine and Pepsi? Even more feder-
al dollars for the Quebec arts? An 
even bigger, Paul Martin-sized Bon 
Homme suit for next year's Winter 
Carnival? I don't know exactly what 
Martin gave the Bloc, but I'm pretty 
sure it involved an android Duceppe 
so lifelike that no one will ever know 
it's not the real Gilles sitting through 
yet another agonizing two hours of 
Cirque du Soleil. Or maybe, just 
maybe, the Bloc moved to the side of 
the good guys on this issue because it 
was the right thing to do. Yeah, and 
Hell just froze over and mime doesn't 
totally suck balls. 
Regardless of how it happened, 
I'm just glad that it happened. The 
court of public opinion long ago 
ruled that Canadians would no longer 
accept blind religious dogma as law all 
the time. Now, if we could just get 
some freaking Sunday Liquor Store 
action here in BC, we'd all be able to 
get drunk, ordain some female minis-
ters, and then have pre-marital gay sex 
on the Sabbath, right in front of God 
and everything. That would be great. 
Although Bill C-38 represents a 
move towards equal rights in Canada, 
the acceptance in society that some 
people are born gay will be the ulti-
mate test of Canadians' ability to see 
one another as what we all are: peo-
ple. 
Stephen Harper has already stated 
publicly that he will move to rescind 
C-38 if he's elected the next Prime 
Minister of Canada. 
There can be no true equality in 
Canada until sexual orientation does-
n't enter into the equation of civil 
rights. But C-38 becoming law is a 
step in the right direction. 
"R. ·~ 
~.- t:he ot:her press 
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Brandon Ferguson, OP Contributor 
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W e all have a favourite number. Maybe two. Some have as many as six, twice a week, with a bonus number chosen 
at whim for the lotto (never at random, always 
whim-who can leave the fate of that much 
money up to, well, fate?). It seems that, for what-
ever reason, we identify with numbers that 
harken back to days when they were our identity 
(a soccer jersey), our benchmarks (a high score), 
or a time (the age I found out that everybot!J mas-
turbates-hooray). Like a Dewey Decimal system 
for our memories, there are some numbers that 
mean more to us than others. 
Letters, on the other hand, have it rough. The 
computer programmer would suggest that every-
thing can be defined by ones and zeroes; but 
when we were nothing more than a spot of cos-
mic splooge spelunking around the satin sheets 
of amniotic fluid, we were X's and Y's. Our first 
gift given to us is our name. 
Our first sounds are guttural galoshings that 
vaguely resemble nubile vowels and drunkenly 
slurred consonants. Milestones will litter our lives 
as sure as condominiums will continue to clutter 
hillsides: first words, first swears, first grades. "I 
love you's," "I do's," BAs, MAs, PhDs, and even-
tually, hopefully, famous last words. No matter 
what they say, we know how these moments are 
made-with letters. 
Perhaps--despite collecting them in the A-Z 
of memory-we don't pick favourites because 
we identify with them too closely. A number is an 
integer, but a letter's an initial. Numbers are tran-
sitory, always moving, forever changing, like 
favourite meals, colours, and sexual positions. 
But how can you pick one letter over another? Is 
it vain to say my favourite letter is B? But I like B. 
I'd like Beven if my name was George, Herbert, 
or Walker. 
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Still though, B is the letter for me (as is 
15, spaghetti and meat sauce, orange, and 
you arching your back, hair down, while 
on top of me). And many other letters 
inspire imagery in me too: I can't see a D 
without thinking of my sister, T reminds 
me of my best buddy, A of when I was 
smart, E of Paul Oakenfold, X of 
Malcolm, 0 of orgasm, and] reminds me 
simultaneously of the girl of my dreams, 
all those who never came close, and, of 
course, smoking a nice BC atty. Letters 
abound and...they almost always seem to 
mean more than their sum total. 
But letters are not all equally liked or 
used. The letter E is the most popular in 
the class, followed by I, S, A, R, N, T, 0, 
and L. Out of the 45,000 most common-
ly used English words polled, E is the king 
and Q the jester. What I wonder though, 
is where in the world does W fit? 
Well, with me, the W reminds me of 
trips into Vancouver as a kid to catch BC 
Lions games, back when Roy DeWalt was 
DeMan. I'd see the Woodward's W, in 
flaming red, emblazoning the top of its 
East Hastings tower, spinning like a 
whirling dervish to annouince to the 
world that an empty warehouse and 
poverty lives here. W reminds me of my 
earliest French classes, where it became 
my favourite French thing to say--dou-
bleve (pronounced doob-le-vay; my lord 
how I love the letter J). 
At my latest job, I find myself editing 
town-and-county bios for a government 
directory (yes, as exciting as you think). 
Despite its low ranking in the language, W 
is one of the most popular first letters for 
place names. In the alphabet, W means 
shit: fourth from the bottom, fifth least-
used, a mere recreation of the U or V 
(depending on whether you're Anglo or 
Franco, and we know how much W hates 
the French). A completely unoriginal 
thought, W serves as fodder for the bot-
tom feeders. 
Yet W seems to be everywhere, 
whether you want it or not. W has access 
to everywhere in the world, what with the 
World Wide Web and its www-dot-what-
ever-dot-com worship. W has become so 
prevalent that over a short period of time 
(the last decade or so), it has undergone a 
dumbing down of pronunciation: from 
double-you to double-ya, a Ia John Wayne 
phonics, to the even dumber 'dubya,' a 
nod to how cowboy power has harnessed 
the whole world over. 
Is there any letter more international-
ly despised than W? Websites dedicated to 
hating W have popped up everywhere: 
www.smirkingchimp.com, 
www. bush and cheney suck. com, 
www.bushorchimp.com, and the auspi-
ciously officious www.georgewbush.org. 
These sites, dedicated to the Dumb Ass of 
the kingdom of W, hate the great White-
House hope, George W Bush. Whether 
they know it or not though, they all hate 
him from behind three W's. 
In the 2004 US election, you couldn't 
surf the news without drowning in slo-
gans that spoke half-truths: W is for 
Women; I'm with W; I'm George W 
DPiDiiDG 
Bush, Bitch; etc. Wrapped up in a culture 
of counter-spin, the letter became a mag-
nanimous pro-Bush sentiment and you 
couldn't express your contempt for W 
without first endorsing him-
www.anti-bush.com, for example. Much 
like how making out is the new finger-
bang, www is the new KKK. 
But where does that leave us, besides 
with an under-used, over-inflated, could-
n't-walk-through-a-doorway-without-turn 
ing-sideways W? 
It leaves us in a world where no matter 
how low your rank may be, regardless (or 
is it irregardless?) of how little you grasp the 
English language, you too can rise above 
your station in life, shirk both responsibil-
ity and the laws of natural order, and be 
whatever you want to be. 
And isn't that the American Dream? 
Darwin isn't dead; he just lost the elec-
tion. Long live the W 
Governments Ignore Plight of Canada's Most fndangered Bird 
R emember the old saying "extinc-tion is forever"? Well, someone should try explaining that to the 
governments of Canada and British 
Columbia. They haven't quite figured it 
out yet. Or if they have, they just don't 
seem to care. 
Canada's few remaining spotted owls 
are in dire straits. There are just eight pairs 
left in British Columbia, along with a 
handful of singles, and they are disappear-
ing fast. Yet neither government is willing 
to do anything to save them. In fact, you 
could say that it is official policy of these 
two governments to allow the spotted owl 
to quietly go extinct in this country. 
The situation is a far cry from what 
was promised when Canada finally and 
belatedly adopted legislation to protect 
endangered species-long after the 
United States and Mexico had their own 
laws. While Ottawa trumpeted the new 
Species at Risk Act as a breakthrough, 
July 13/2005 
environmental groups complained that 
holes in the legislation were big enough to 
drive a logging truck through. 
Turns out they were right-and the 
spotted owl will be the first victim. 
Clearcut logging, sanctioned by the BC 
government, continues in their last 
remaining habitat, and Ottawa refuses to 
intervene. The main problem is that 
Canada's endangered species legislation 
only requires the federal government to 
act if the species in question is on federal 
government land-which makes up less 
than five percent of the country. And 
since spotted owls don't normally nest on 
military bases or in those anonymous civil 
servant bunkers in Ottawa, it leaves 
them-and most species occupying the 
other 95 percent of Canada's vast land-
scape-unprotected. 
However, there is a discretionary pro-
vision that gives the federal government 
power to intervene on provincial land in 
emergency cases where the province has 
failed to protect an endangered species. In 
the case of the spotted owl, the failure is 
clear. The owl is Canada's most endan-
gered bird. Yet, not only is the 
government of British Columbia allowing 
logging in the last of the bird's habitat, it 
is actively encouraging logging through its 
Timber Sales Program. And it has slashed 
funding for its Spotted Owl Recovery 
Program. 
Without immediate intervention, the 
spotted owl is as good as gone. And it 
won't be the last species to die out while 
supposedly under the "protective" wing 
of Canada's Species at Risk Act. Many of 
the 487 species in Canada currently listed 
as "at risk" by the science body governing 
species at risk are critically imperiled. And 
if the federal government is unwilling to 
step up for the spotted owl, it sets a 
depressing precedent for the other 486. 
Even the science panel's recommenda-
tions of which species to list as threatened 
or endangered are being challenged. In 
recent months, the federal government 
has refused to list northwestern grizzlies, 
western wolverines, and two highly imper-
iled populations of sockeye salmon as 
species at risk-in spite of the panel's rec-
ommendation. So politicians are not only 
deciding which species are worth saving, 
but which species are actually endangered 
in the first place. This kind of frightening 
misrepresentation of science is something 
more akin to what would be expected of 
the Bush administration, not the Canadian 
government. 
Before the Species at Risk Act was 
adopted, I was asked by a reporter if I 
thought the legislation would make a dif-
ference. I replied that it had potential, but 
only if politicians heeded the science and 
were willing to take action. So far, they 
haven't done either, and the spotted owl 
will soon be history because of it. 
Take the Nature Challenge and learn 
more at www.davidsuzuki.org 
www. theotherpress.ca I 7 
O~i0i009 
Live 8 My Baby 
Left Overs 
L ive 8. Is it a concerted effort by well-educated artists to pressure governments to increase aid while 
educating the masses about issues dealing 
with world poverty? Or, is it an excuse for 
a bunch of conceited, out-of-touch musi-
cians to jack their jaws about how they 
think the world should be, pressure gov-
ernments that aren't listening, and try to 
educate a di interested population? 
lain Reeve, OP Columnist 
So which is it? As with almost every-
thing, the truth lies somewhere in the 
middle. I certainly count myself among 
the part of the population that has grave 
concerns about how world resources are 
divided, and about the mass poverty, star-
vation, and disease running rampant in 
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the developing world. 
Thus, in a way, I welcome 
any attempt to A) increase 
public knowledge of the 
issues, and B) put pressure 
on governments to meet 
their aid promises, espe-
cially Canada, since we 
established the .07 per-
cent aid goal. 
But is Live 8 honestly 
the best way to do it? Are 
people going to go home 
after the show and march 
on Washingron, Ottawa, and 
London, demanding more 
aid? Are George Bush, 
Paul Martin, and Tony 
Blair going to sit back 
drenching their clothes 
in tears as Bono blasts out 
the verses of "One," and 
realize that they need to cut 
all foreign debt? Not bloody 
likely. 
Despite the cheery vision of Sir 
Bob, things are not likely to improve 
significantly. The best evidence? 
Remember Live Aid? Same dance, similar 
issues, and what came out of it? Bupkiss. 
Sure, you could argue that it increased 
knowledge of the issues, but in the end it 
amounted to very little actual change for 
the people who needed it. As with any 
attempt to motivate the population and 
teach them something, change has to 
come from a genuine desire to do so, not 
from a desire to see The Killers. 
And who in the bloody blue blazes 
devised the lineup for the Canadian con-
cert? Most of the people who are going to 
show up to see the likes of Blue Rodeo, 
Burton Cummings, and Neil Young, may 
not even live to see the deadline for the 
.07 percent aid goal. Okay, that's an exag-
geration, but by comparison to all the 
other shows, there was a significant lack 
of youth-oriented bands in the Canadian 
lineup. Tegan & Sara, Sam Roberts, and 
(shutter) Simple Plan make up the youth-
ful ranks. This is so faulty; if there is 
anyone they should be preaching to, it's 
the young people. 
Although, if you read the June 30 
National Post, you may notice that business 
leaders and central bank presidents are 
expressing concern over the G-8 focus on 
Africa, as opposed to what they define as 
important medium-term economic issues. 
Issues on their desired timetable include 
oil prices, excess borrowing by the US in 
Asia, China's overvalued currency, blah 
blah blah. Yes, these certainly are pressing 
issues that stand to gain or lose ordinary 
people several-if not a dozen--dollars. 
This certainly must be placed on a higher 
plane than the daily pestilence and starva-
tion that dominates everyone's favourite 
pear-shaped continent. Can't these guys 
give up one Goddamned meeting to 
worry about Africa? As if every other G-
8 to follow won't be about exactly what 
they're worried about. Just wait a year. 
So did Live 8 influence this change? 
Maybe. I still have hesitations. It's just sad 
that the only way we can motivate people 
in our society is to give them free enter-
tainment. Also, I'm starting to get a little 
sick of the oversimplified, naive remedies 
for poverty that musicians, actors, and 
others of their ilk are consistently hitting 
us with. While many of their hearts are in 
the right place, they are just as removed 
from the common man-in their cars big-
ger than houses and houses bigger than 
towns-as the politicians they chastise. 
Thus, while I support the cause, I do 
not like the idolization of musicians as the 
greatest progressive political minds in the 
world. 
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Young Conservatives Still Lack a Voice 
Right Hook 
J.J. McCullough, OP Columnist 
I t's not always easy to be right-of-cen-tre in Canada. Just ask any Canadian conservative and he'll easily relay 
numerous instances in which he was 
harassed or insulted for possessing views 
deemed unpatriotic, treasonous, or worst 
of all-''American." It can be an alienat-
ing experience growing up conservative in 
a country that is (officially, at least) as lib-
eral as Canada. For this reason, one would 
expect the Conservative Party of Canada 
(CPC) to be a welcoming refuge for the 
distraught young neo-cons of the nation. 
Alas, despite the CPC's repeated attempts 
to recruit "young Tories," their efforts 
have largely fallen flat. Though many 
young conservatives will acknowledge 
that the Party remains the best hope for 
the future of this country, the party itself, 
by all accounts, does not acknowledge the 
reverse-that youth, and youth ideas, may 
be the only saving grace for the future of 
Canadian conservatism. 
I worked at a Conservative Party cam-
paign during last summer's election, and 
while there, I got to see first-hand the 
types of kids who currently make up this 
country's Young Tory elite. While they 
were all nice people, it was obvious that in 
many cases the party's leading youth 
members were only really interested in 
using the CPC as a vehicle to achieve their 
own ambitions. Though many would brag 
about being with the party since middle 
school, such admissions were less than 
inspiring. Most of these kids simply came 
from politically active families and had 
been pushed into politics at an early age 
the same way other kids get pushed into 
hockey or gymnastics. 
I remember repeatedly being handed 
business cards by these official party 
types, as they proudly informed me that 
they were "executive vice-chair" of such-
and-such regional youth council, or 
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whatever. Though many could recite at 
length the details of the CPC constitu-
tion, or the names of the province's 
leading Conservative Party fundraisers, 
their eyes would glaze over when I 
attempted to actually engage them in a 
discussion about, you know, policy. 
Ambitious as they may be, these kids 
have their place. Surely, any political party 
needs a motivated and energetic staff, and 
in many cases such youths do provide 
valuable and much-needed services to the 
party. Yet the youths who happily fulfill 
these delegated duties remain very much a 
minority within the wider young-conser-
vative movement. The Party's submissive 
vision for the role of youth contrasts with 
the reality, in which most young conserva-
tives are fiercely independent-even 
non-partisan. Being a party pawn and 
sucking up to the party bureaucracy is not 
the life many kids have in mind when they 
decide to become politically active. If this 
is the only role the party is willing to give 
them, it's hardly surprising that we remain 
as alienated from the political process as 
ever. 
Though young Conservatives may 
mock the "sandbox" nature of the Liberal 
and NDP parties' youth wings, it is clear 
they have some long-term influence. The 
intensity of the contemporary debate over 
issues such as marijuana decriminalization 
and gay marriage is, in large part, a testa-
ment to the efforts of youth who have 
consistently pressed to get these issues of 
concern addressed in the mainstream dis-
cussion. 
On the political right, however, it's 
very difficult to see any part of the mod-
ern Conservative Party's electoral agenda 
that seems even partially inspired by youth 
interests. 
While the CPC is a far cry from the 
collection of fundamentalist rednecks it is 
often portrayed to be, it is clear that, at the 
present, social issues do play a large role in 
the party's contemporary agenda. It's not 
that young conservatives are completely 
indifferent to social issues-as some in 
the media will allege. My own experiences 
tell me that many teens and young adults 
who are right-of-centre are in fact con-
cerned with matters such as the rise of 
teen promiscuity and abortions. That 
being said, such concerns will overwhelm-
ingly take a back seat to issues youth deem 
far more immediate, such as democratic 
parliamentary reform, healthcare, and 
Canadian-US relations. 
On these issues, conservative youths 
are unabashed "radicals," with opinions 
that are provocative, dynamic, and cre-
ative. These are the opinions that are most 
needed in the Canadian conservative 
movement in general, and the Canadian 
Conservative Party in particular. Yet 
unless some new leadership is interjected 
into the party, both at the youth and sen-
ior levels, Canada's best and brightest 
young conservatives may continue to 
remain in the political wilderness. 
Editorial Cartoon 
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Batman Begins: Nolan and Bale Give fans the Goods 
lain W. Reeve, A&E Editor 
S ince his creation in 1939, the char-acter of Batman has come an incredibly long way. Like any pop-
ular character, he has been dragged 
through various mediums, from TV to 
radio, video games to novels. And, of 
course, his many depictions on the big 
screen. Throughout his many incarna-
tions, Batman has always been at the 
centre of a battle between those who 
would like to depict him artistically as the 
20th century folk hero he has become-
attempting to give service to the many 
deep levels of character available-and 
l ain W. Reeve, A&E Editor 
T here were many Batman movies for me to choose from to trash here. Instead, I decided to go 
with what is my second favourite Batman 
movie, the one staring Adam West and 
Burt Ward as Batman and Robin. The fUm 
was, of course, a spin off of the 1960s 
series that combined a zany (mis)interpre-
tation of the character with cheesy 
costumes, hammy dialogue, and the most 
ridiculous cast of villains ever conceived 
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those who see him as an effective tool for 
making money, often driving content out 
the window. The latter side has won out 
more often than not, especially in depic-
tions of the Dark Knight outside of the 
comics. 
We are currently in the age of the 
comic-book film. Two different 
approaches have been taken in attempts 
to bring these implausible characters to 
life. One is the "comic-book-on-screen" 
approach seen in most of the '80s and 
'90s superhero movies. The other is to 
take the characters and circumstances of 
of. 
So the question is this: If this movie is 
such a brutal bastardization of the 
the story and make them seem to be real 
in our world, the approach of most mod-
ern ftlms like Spider-Man and X-Men. 
Batman Begins does a better job than ever 
at this. While it would be going a little far 
to say the fUm is realistic, as the principle 
character is a full-grown man jumping 
around in a bat costume, it is plausible and 
believable on a level not previously 
accomplished in a comic-book fUm. 
The story goes out of its way to make 
all the skills and gizmos of Batman make 
sense. More important than this, however, 
is the story that is told in this context. The 
ftlmmakers walk a perfect line between 
being loyal to a well-known story, and cre-
ating something original that draws on the 
best parts of the existing stories. For the 
first time we get to see Batman's motiva-
tions explained in believable detail. He 
becomes a man with fantastic abilities, but 
who is fallible, and who is forced by his 
past to sacrifice his future for the good of 
others. We don't see the man in costume 
until the fUm's second act, which is exact-
ly as it should be. We get to see the 
triumphs and failures of Batman as a 
rookie crime fighter. 
While this fUm does have its share of 
action, it is still a drama. It relies on strong 
characters, not explosions. We gain a good 
understanding of the supporting charac-
ters Alfred, Gordon, and Fox. Through 
them, we also gain a better understanding 
of Bruce Wayne. All the performances 
were sharp, Gary Oldman nailing the awk-
ward confidence of a young Jim Gordon, 
and Michael Caine effortlessly slipping 
Batman mythos, why is it so good? 
The story revolves around the dynam-
ic duo going up against not just one, or 
into the shoes of Alfred, the Wayne fam-
ily's strong-willed man servant. The 
scenes between him and a young Wayne, 
who just witnessed the death of his par-
ents, are truly powerful. All the villains are 
played excellently, with a special nod 
going to Cillian Murphy, who was suave 
and chilling as Jonathan Crane/ the 
Scarecrow. 
With Nolan, of Memento and Insomnia 
fame, at the helm, the visual quality of 
this movie was a sure bet. Chicago was 
used as the skyline of choice to simulate 
Gotham City. Nolan creates it as a believ-
able, but dark and troubled city. 
The concept of fear explored 
throughout the fUm is played beautifully 
in scenes ranging from Wayne's training in 
a mountain hideout, to first-person shots 
from the point of view of the Scarecrow's 
fear-gas victims. Some have complained 
of camera shakiness during fight 
sequences, or the lack of any good clear 
shots of Batman. I, however, see this as 
the best way of displaying the combat 
prowess of a character who lurks in dark-
ness and uses it as his greatest tool. The 
less you see of Batman, the scarier he is. 
This is without a doubt the greatest 
appearance Batman has made outside the 
comics. Better than Burton, better than 
the long-celebrated '90s animated series, 
and far better than the mess Schumacher 
made of the franchise. Batman is back, 
and as long as they can keep this crew 
together for successive movies, the fran-
chise will only get better. 
two, or even three-but four of their 
greatest enemies: Joker, Penguin, the 
Riddler, and Catwoman. The horrible 
"United Underground's" evil plan 
involves abducting the security council of 
the "United World" assembly. But they 
plan to abduct them by using a horrible 
invention, the super-dehydrator, to turn 
the world's diplomats into small piles of 
coloured dust. Holy vacuum Batman! 
So the world's greatest crime fighters 
must go on the hunt and face such hor-
rors as disappearing boats, exploding 
marine animals, moronic pirate goons, 
buoys with supermagnets, and sinister 
missiles that write riddles in the sky cour-
tesy of the Riddler. 
Can the dynamic duo possibly defeat 
four of their greatest enemies? Tune in, 
same bat time, same bat channel. 
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Continued 
The big difference here is that 
while Burton and Schumacher 
made movies that were laughable 
in how hard they tried to maintain 
a sense of realism, the '60s Batman 
realizes how ridiculous the story is 
and runs with it. The flim is filled 
with the absurd, much of which 
pokes fun at the superhero genre 
with all of its implausibility. The 
horribly ineffective costumes of 
Batman and Robin, combined 
with the fact that their voices are 
no different in or out of costume, 
makes you wonder why commis-
sioner Gordon never figured out 
who they were. 
Then there is the ridiculous 
way the dynamic duo pieces 
together impossible clues to 
always determine exactly what the 
arch criminals are up to. Their 
amazing devices; the bat-boat, the 
bat-mobile, bat-shark repellent, 
bat-molecular dust separator, and 
the bat-anti-penguin-gas spray are 
just a sample of the implements 
used in the duo's pursuit of 
justice. Add in classic sideways-
filmed shots of them climbing up 
the side of a building, some diag-
onally filmed dialogue, a penguin 
sub, and some POW!, BIFF!, 
KERBLAMMO! and you've got 
an awesome little piece of satire. 
That's right, satire! 
The point is to remember it's 
all for fun. As soon as you decide 
to sit back and laugh at it, this is 
one enjoyable flick. It takes all the 
silliest parts of comic history and 
tromps them out unashamed for 
us all to see. It helps us remember 
that while some comic-book film 
adaptations can be serious, its 
important to be able to laugh at 
the truly hilarious situation of 
grown men in tights fighting 
crime. One of the best scenes for 
this is when Batman has to dis-
pose of a bomb, a giant 
l.JJonry-Tunes style bomb at that, 
and runs around trying to find a 
place tc put it. Every time he finds 
a good place to throw it, someone 
gets in the way-nuns, a marching 
band, a couple kissing in a boat, a 
woman with a baby carriage, and, 
of course, a flock of baby ducks. 
Exasperated, Batman says, "Some 
days you just can't get rid of a 
bomb." Brilliant. 
So rock on Adam West! We 
know you love being Batman as 
much as you love taffy, and you're 
a man who loves his taffy. 
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Chicks with Huge lyes: The Mystery of Manga 
Jason Webb, OP Contributor 
W hat the hell is wrong with manga? Every Wednesday, when I venture out to my 
neighbourhood comic shop, there's this 
shelf past the current issues of The 
Ultimates and Doom Patrol. Stacks of little 
volumes, some no bigger than the average 
Archie Digest, are crammed onto this shelf. 
This is where the manga is kept, or at least 
the authentic stuff imported from Japan. 
I've been reading comics off and on since 
I was six years old, from indie comics to 
horror comics and even (gasp!) superhero 
comics. I never bothered to pick up those 
mysterious books tucked away from the 
rest of the store's population. The only 
tangible excuse I have is my problem with 
the way manga depicts women. From what 
I see, those melodramatic and overly boy-
crazy manga ladies are drawn with 
unrealistic physiques. The manga aesthetic, 
while appealing, has its own quirks that can 
alienate Western readers. Namely me. 
In order to get some perspective on this 
issue, I asked Chris Eng, writer of the 
Terminal Ciry column, ''The G 33k," and one 
of the most knowledgeable individuals on 
comics, for some much-needed enlighten-
ment. 
Essentially, my problem with manga 
stems from the fact that I'm an outsider to 
the medium. Or, to be more precise, I'm 
already too deep inside Western comics to 
appreciate the literary and visual conven-
tions of manga. Comics produced in the 
United States and Canada are also guilty of 
presenting women with larger-than-life 
proportions, so I can't rely on the "two-
wrongs-make-a-right" argument. Simply 
accusing one convention of poor taste 
while I bask in the similar kinds of misrep-
resentations is just dumb. 
During my conversation with Eng I was 
surprised to learn that most manga readers 
in North America are female. A popular 
genre targeted towards women is shol!fo, or 
dramas consisting of high-school students 
embroiled in romantic entanglements, 
characterized by thinner lines, larger eyes, 
and effeminate boys. The girls in these sto-
ries have adventures that, although focused 
on pursuing the male love interest, will 
often involve self-discovery and defending 
friends and family. And manga is a diverse 
medium. Sports, science fiction, horror, 
and even kids stories are out there. 
Superheroes are not prolific in Japan, 
although some publishers will put out 
remakes of Spider-Man or X-Men. Giant 
robots fill the super-hero void, and women 
in those stories tend to be strong charac-
ters rather than wallflowers. 
Like the majority of comic-book artists, 
men dominate the manga scene. However, 
the Clamp Collective is an impressive enti-
ty, comprised entirely of women producing 
the comics they want to see on the market. 
One of Japan's most revered cartoonists is 
Rumiko Takahashi, creator of Ranma 1/2, 
a story about a male martial artist who 
transforms into a girl whenever he comes 
into contact with cold water. 
As far as trying to get my head around 
the visual vocabulary within manga, read-
ers like me should just get over themselves. 
If I learned to deal with reality shows, then 
huge eyes and tiny noses shouldn't be that 
big a deal. From the surface, manga may 
not seem to have that much to offer, but 
then, most non-comic readers see Western 
comics with the same bias. It wasn't until I 
peered into the medium, that I saw manga's 
inherant richness. 
Now that I've wasted some paper 
enthralling you with my future reading, let's 
all enjoy a little of the past. 
The /ldventures of Paul 
Michel Rabagliati is a Montreal native who 
wrote and illustrated the very charming The 
Adventures of Paul (Drawn and Quarterly). 
These stories centre on a childhood and 
early adulthood in Montreal during the '70s 
and '80s. Think Cometbus without the punk 
rock. His illustrations remind me of those 
old commercials where a cartoon profes-
sor-type explains how you should cower 
under your desk if nuclear missiles are 
screaming towards your town. 
Prisoners of Gravitg 
I used to watch this show with religious 
fervour at one time. A TVOntario classic, 
this half-hour show usually played late at 
night, treating viewers to interviews with 
science-fiction writers and comic-book 
artists. Hosted by Rick Green, who sport-
ed a wrinkled leather jacket and talked to 
pre-recorded interviews with his guests 
within the interior of a space station. 
There were 139 episodes and the show 
won a few awards and honourable men-
tions. Not too shabby, Mr. Green. Fondest 
memory: Clive Barker coolly discussing 
horror literature while waving around a 
monstrous cigar. Hey Clive, those Hellraiser 
comics sucked! 
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Darren Paterson, Travis Paterson, Brandon Ferguson, and Colin Miley 
All Mortal Enemies For Life 
Darren says: 
When someone survives and beats 
cancer, it is a great achievement. 
When someone wins the Tour de 
France, cycling's largest competi-
tion and one of the world's most 
gruelling athletic events, it is also a 
great achievement. When someone 
does both, in the same lifetime, it is 
absolutely unfathomable. 
Lance Armstrong had his ath-
letic career shot in the face when he was diagnosed with cancer, but, 
thanks to his indomitable spirit and amazing conditioning, he was able 
to beat the debilitating disease. Then he began his comeback. It start-
ed off rocky but he eventually won a record six Tour de Frances. He 
cemented his legacy as the greatest cyclist ever with his fifth win. With 
the sixth, he cemented his legacy as the greatest athlete ever. 
Armstrong has been tested for drugs hundreds of times-at the 
track, while in training, even in his own home. He has never tested pos-
itive for performance enhancing drugs. His heart is roughly three times 
the size of the average man and, with a resting heart rate of 32 beats 
per minute, he boasts some of the best cardiovascular test scores of 
any athlete in history. And his "LIVESTRONG" bracelets have raised 
millions of dollars for cancer research while being worn by Olympic 
gold medallists and great athletes in all sports. 
The athletic dominance that Armstrong has displayed after brutally 
defeating one of the world's most deadly diseases has been absolutely 
unprecedented. There has never been, and there will never be, another 
athlete that has or will beat brain, lung, abdomen, and testicular cancer. 
He is flat out the greatest athlete of all time and no one will ever match 
his accomplishments without a BALCO sponsorship and heavy genet-
ic engineering. 
And finally, I'd like to point 
out that Armstrong, as a 
result of his cancer, only 
has one testicle, and 
yet he's still dating 
Sheryl Crow. Name 
another athlete with 
that type of 
accomplish-
ment. 'Nuff 
said. 
Colin Says: 
There is only one sport where the men 
are men and the sissies are looking for 
their teeth two blocks up on Queer 
Street. One sport where utter brutality, 
stunning athleticism, and cunning intelli-
gence combine to produce a visceral 
bloodbath of mano-a-mano spectacle. 
That sport is boxing, and one man 
stands alone in its annals of lore and his-
tory: Muhammad Ali, AKA-"The 
Greatest." 
Peep the nickname, kittlings: "The Greatest." Muhammad Ali was, and 
forever is, the top dog in a sport of top dogs. But maybe even more 
important than his otherworldly domination in the ring, he stayed true to 
his principles in a time when principled public figures were being assassi-
nated en masse. 
Ali was incredibly intelligent. He invented a persona that sold tickets-
most memorably by generating hype through brash, poetic predictions. 
He also willed himself into the limelight to infect a generation with his 
insightful rhetoric. Ali embodied the spirit of the tumultuous 1960's. He 
both moulded the decade, and became a reflection of it with his bold reli-
gious and moral stands, his willingness to sacrifice fame and money for 
what he believed in, and his overall dominance of the vaunted heavy-
weight division. 
Ali ruled boxing. He was the toughest man alive. He was also com-
pelled to be himself, often to the detriment of his career. From 
Kentucky's Cassius Clay to world-famous Muhammad Ali, Ali was an out-
spoken champion both in and out of the ring. He stood for his ideals, was 
vilified for it (his refusal to go to Vietnam cost him his title and over $10 
million in endorsements and purses), and ultimately became celebrated as 
beacon of righteousness. 
Ali, like the other three choices on these pages, is more than an ath-
lete. He is a symbol. There is a reason that sports are able to captivate, 
fascinate, and make people ruminate: sports represent dreams. Whether 
it's the dream of a little kid to become a champion, or the dream of an 
adulfto impact the world (and hold the championship above their head), 
spgrts is a vehicle to the public consciousness. What you do when you get 
ihere is often history's test of true mettle. 
"That was always the difference 
between Muhammad Ali and the rest of 
us. He came, he saw, and if he didn't 
entirely conquer-he came as 
close as anybody we are likely 
to see in the lifetime of this 
doomed generation." 
-Hunter S. Thompson 
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sport. Mia Hamm is 
changed sport 
Just kidding. 
totally suck. 
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This battle's question: Who is the 
greatest athlete of all time? 
theatre of sports is often mistaken for 
· of life. When an athlete sue-
nationally, he or she becomes larger 
life. When they succeed on the interna-
scene, they are raised to almost 
proportions. If they speak (and 
out against social injustice, well, they 
the praise of Travis Paterson and 
Miley. 
Mia Hamm. If we are judging an 
should know that the US soccer star 
female-in the world's most popular 
are judging merit based on social pro-
prevalence of women's sports on the 
line-ups. 
sports without winning anything bigger 
that you can win Wimbledon with-
started dominating the LPGA 
to women's golf; before any of these 
Mia. 
this 18-year veteran of soccer won two 
World Cups (1991, 1999). In her sec-
led up to the final against China resulted 
Bowl, with 40 million viewers watching 
rcrr1errmerea for Brandi Chastain's taste-
sports bra, the moment was only 
wal.<-lULlll!. People were watching because 
J uly 13/2005 
Travis says: 
Many say baseball was Jackie 
Robinson's fifth, if not sixth, best 
sport. He may not have won an 
Olympic medal, but he is my rep-
resentative pick as one of the 
greatest athletes of all time. 
At Pasadena Junior College, the 
"Great Jackie" starred in Baseball, 
Track and Field, and Basketball. 
UCLA discovered the multi-talent-
ed Jackie, and in 1940, he averaged 
12 yards per carry rushing for the UCLA Bruins. Then, in 1941, he led 
the nation in punt-return yardage, making the All-American teams in 
both years. Playing basketball in those same years, Jackie led the Pacific 
Coast in scoring as an all-league player (all-star). Jackie also competed 
on the track team as a sprinter and on the relay team, won the nation-
~ college broad jump tide, and made the National College Semi-Finals 
m tenrus. 
With WWII pending, Jackie enrolled, serving three years and mak-
ing Lieutenant. While in the army, Jackie refused to sit at the back of a 
military bus and was successful in fighting his court-martial appear-
ance, a pure example of his fight within. 
Returning from the war in 1945, Jackie signed on with the the 
Montreal Royals of the International League. Montreal was the farm 
t~am of the Brooklyn Dodgers, and as the first black player in profes-
Sional baseball, Jackie led the Royals to the 1946 International League 
Pennant and the Litde World Series as league batting champ. 
I~ 1947,_ at _28, Jackie was promoted to the Dodgers by their pro-
gressive. thinking manager Branch Rickey. Against unimaginable 
persecution, mtolerance, and flagrant ignorance projected towards him 
day in and day out, Jackie persisted to win the tide of National 
League Rookie of the Year. By 19 55, still enduring threat and tor-
ment, Jackie led the Dodgers past the 
storied Yankees to win the World 
Series championship. 
"Life is not a spectator sport ... 
you're going to spend your 
whole life in the grandstand 
just watching what goes 
on, in my opinion you're 
wasting your life." 
-Jackie Robinson 
n c n 
Colin S•ys About .•. 
Brandon: Temble. You've gotta be kidding me. 
Horrible pick. You get an F. 
Darren: I see where you're coming from, but the 
fact that the guy has a heart three times bigger than 
the rest of us reminds me of Dr. Seuss. Good 
effort, but next time, try giving it some thought, you 
Cindy Lou Who wannabe. Grade: D-. 
Travis: Jackie was something; I'll give you that. 
Fighting for integration during a time when doing so 
could get you killed does transcend sports. But he 
dominated baseball. It is a pussy sport where they 
don't play if it rains. Whaa freaking whaaa. What a 
bunch of wankers. D+. 
Brandon Says About .. 
Darren: A ballsy pick, but if you've lived through an 
era that heard "If It Makes You Happy" played to 
the point that Nickelback seems underground. then 
you'd know that his triumph and courage are some-
what tempered. Still though, I'm serious as cancer 
when I say rhythm is a dancer, so you get a B-. 
Travis: I'm all about social conscience and equality 
for all, so Jackie Robinson is a stellar choice. But if 
we're judging on multi-sport talent, then everyone 
knows that Bo Jackson rules (even Neon Deion was 
better). Plus baseball's gay, so you get a C+. 
Colin: Way to find a real diamond in the rough 
there, pal. You're as innovative as Nickelback. Rocky 
Marciano, Sugar Ray Robinson, Joe Louis and Jack 
Dempsey all made boxing a pulpit for Ali to quip 
from. Start reading books and not t-shirts Miley. A 
for tmth, D for research. 
Travis says About •• 
Colin: Whoopity Doo, a boxer? Like he could tutn 
a double play. Pfff. C-. 
~: I didn't even read yours, who'd you pick 
agam? You get an F on principle alone. 
Brandon: Haven't you been getting my letters? 
You've stopped returning my calls. What's happened 
to us? How did we let it get to this? We were so 
good ... so good. I miss you: B+. 
Darren Says About • . 
Colin: Ali? Are you kidding me? He was a draft 
dodger with a big mouth. Granted, he won some 
fights, but does holding out until the other guy gets 
tired so that you can beat his brains in really count 
as athleticism to you? Just because Ali pro-
nounced himself the greatest doesn't mean 
you have to believe him. If Mtthammad Ali 
jumped off a bridge, would you do it too? 
B-. 
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B y now, many of you have proba-bly heard all the noise coming out of Hollywood about how 
crappy the summer season has been at 
the box office. There is truth to this. 
Starting with the big flop that was Russell 
"don't-make-me-throw-a-phone-at-you" 
Craw's Cinderella Man, all the big-draw 
films have had sub-par showings. While 
the big wigs in the film biz are likely to 
blame declining profits on all the stinky 
little buggers downloading films, I'd like 
to advance another hypothesis. I would 
guess that maybe, just maybe, people 
have finally gotten sick of the majority of 
Hollywood films. For years they have 
been releasing wave after wave of repeti-
tious, mundane crap, which has only 
served to perpetuate genre stereotypes 
so entrenched that you know what will 
happen in a film before it even plays out 
on the screen. 
Maybe people finally want something 
new. We're being exposed to all new 
types of media. Films, cartoons, and 
other types of online fare are becoming 
more popular, while some older enter-
tainment forms are expanding. 
Television is finally making the step to 
allow us to watch what we want, when 
we want. In a similar vein, DVD has 
begun releasing our favourite shows to 
watch whenever we want. And video 
games continue to be a growing industry, 
seeing an all-new influx of female 
garners in the formerly male-dominated 
gaming world. All these advances, while 
still providing new titles, better quality, 
and more choice for about the same 
price we've always paid. 
What can Hollywood do to keep up 
with this? Theatres get more expensive 
while providing no new services, story-
lines have become tired and overused, 
and an ever-growing barrage of ads and 
foo fighters: In Your Honor 
Vince Yim, OP Hono(u)r Student 
E asily the Foo Fighters' most ambi-tious effort to date, In Your Honor features a diverse mix of acoustic 
flavour and hard-rock sensibilities, evenly 
split between two discs. While not quite 
solid from start to finish, it does have 
many bright spots and is still deserves an, 
(ahem), honourable mention. 
Foo Fighters' front man Dave Grahl 
has certainly come a long way since his 
days pounding the drums for Nirvana. In 
addition to his Foo duty, he has been con-
tributing drums for other artists (namely 
Garbage, Nine Inch Nails, and Cat Power) 
and creating his heavy-metal side project, 
Probot. Much of this carries over onto In 
Your Honor, which boasts the most guest 
musicians featured on a Foo Fighters 
album to date-including Petra Hayden 
(fhat Dog) performing strings on 
"Micacle," Rami Jaffe (fhe Wallflowers) 
playing keyboards on six tracks, Josh 
Homme (of Queens of the Stone Age) 
providing guitars on "Razor," and Norah 
Jones providing vocals and piano on 
''Virginia Moon." 
These guests mostly contribute to the 
acoustic disc, which ends up being the 
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best and most accessible out of the two. 
Of all the tracks, ''Virginia Moon" ends 
up being the standout of the acoustic disc, 
adding a touch of jazz to a band more 
trailers (as if there is a difference) try to 
bleed more money out of every seat 
sold. 
The truth is, movies are passe. The 
only areas of film producing original or 
thought-provoking material are the doc-
umentary- and independent-film sectors. 
Documentaries like Super Size Me and 
March of the Penguins are challenging us to 
think in different ways, while independ-
ent films are making us think about film 
in new ways. The growth in popularity 
of these areas is also good because 
it puts the money in the hands of 
genuine hard-working crews and 
actors with a passion for the art. 
Money they will no doubt reinvest 
in future projects that will con-
tinue to push the boundaries; as 
opposed to money grubbing 
Hollywood producers who 
will spend it on hookers and 
blow, or big-name actors who 
will donate millions of dollars 
to some fucked-up cult. Tom 
Cruise, we're looking in your 
direction, you nutbar. 
Personally, I love this trend. 
Maybe if the loss of money 
continues, studios will have to 
start taking more chances on original pic-
tures, rather than sticking with the "sure 
things" that have led to the mind-numb-
ingly narrow variety of plots in modern 
movies. Future generations, seeing the 
body of ftlms our generation has yielded, 
will likely think of us as the most narrow, 
thoughtless materialistic people in histo-
ry. And they'd be right. But we still have 
a chance to prove them wrong. 
lowed closely by the lead single "Best of 
You." 
With 20 songs, one may immediately 
perceive this as a good-money-for-value 
package, but when you consider that the 
total run-time adds up to just about 84 
minutes of material, In Your Honor could 
have benefited from a bit of judicious fat 
trimming. Had that been the case, it would 
have made for a much tighter album, and 
possibly even squeezed onto a single disc. 
As it is, there is some material that feels 
recycled ("Friend of a Friend" is actually 
a re-recording from the Late! Pocketwatch 
demos of Dave Grahl's Nirvana days), 
and most of the tracks from the rock disc 
lack the hit qualities present on the previ-
ous Foo albums. Also, Foo drummer 
Taylor Hawkins makes an understandably 
rare vocal appearance on "Cold Day in 
the Run"-in which his over-processed 
vocals render the track virtually unlisten-
able. 
known for its hard-rock sound. This isn't 
to say that the rock disc is bad, by any 
means. The title cut, "In Your Honor," 
ends up being the strongest track, fol-
However, despite these predictable 
problems, In Your Honor is still a worthy 
addition to the Foo Fighters' discography, 
and shows a definite evolution in their 
sound. 
July 13/2005 
-
Coldplay: KIJY 
lain W. Reeve, A&E Editor 
0 ver the past four years, Coldplay has managed to become one of the world's 
most popular rock acts, combining catchy 
pop melodies with genuinely deep, multi-
layered instrumentation. They have 
carved out a niche for themselves in the 
mainstream world as big-time hit makers, 
and among the more critical as one of few 
acceptable worldwide pop acts. With their 
apt combination of pop sensibilities and 
true artistic depth, Coldplay have also 
managed to patent a distinctive sound that 
has been often emulated, but never repli-
cated. While X& Y is not a major 
departure from their core sound, it does 
strike some new ground, and leaves wide 
open the future of one of the world's 
most beloved bands. 
The most significant sonic difference 
right out of the gates on this album is that 
most songs are electric-guitar driven. This 
is the type of thing we've seen occasional-
ly in songs like "Shiver," but Coldplay has 
Meals of Champions 
Stephanie Or, OP Contributor 
B ack in the days of elementary school, my choice of breakfast was an assortment of sugarcoat-
ed cereal. By high school, I was lucky to 
even wake up on time to make it to class. 
But nowadays, in my early 20s, I have 
come to appreciate a certain joy in the 
highly underrated (at least in my books) 
meal known as breakfast. 
An Encoded Menu "Fo Sho!'' 
Hatch: A Breakfast Parlour 
317 E Broadway, 604-872-3166 
Price range: (approximately) $4-14 
Amy Woods and Mark Thomson (and 
friends) have gathered together to open a 
breakfast parlour. Okay, so you're proba-
bly thinking, Amy Woods and Mark 
Thomson, who? They're the co-owners of 
Foundation (on Main St.). Unlike 
Foundation, which serves vegetarian and 
vegan fare, Hatch serves meat-no wor-
ries, everything is organic and fresh. 
Hatch is a simple (but tasty) concept. 
Breakfast all day, everyday (9-5). 
However, when it comes to reading the 
menu, things get a little complicated. 
Their creatively penned menu reads like 
an encoded message, but worry not, 
friendly staff will be glad to help you. The 
author even threw in a "fo sho" for good 
measures. If you're into sharing, you can 
get a "carnie," which is a share-plate 
breakfast-rumoured to feed two (or two 
and a kid). Juices come in glasses, pints, 
and even pitchers-take your pick. 
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My first visit to Hatch, I got myself 
their Hatched Quiche (flavours change 
often). It's a concoction of lime and avo-
cado on a phyllo pastry. Accompanying 
(or directly quoting the menu, "serviced 
by'') every breakfast is a green salad and 
potatoes (not the usual hash browns but a 
choice of mashed or sliced). The green 
salad came slightly drizzled with a mango 
dressing. Salad in the morning? Makes 
sense, since salads help exfoliate your 
mouth, and freshen your breath without 
gum. Genius. 
Of course, breakfast isn't the only 
meal that's important, let us not forget 
lunch! 
Rally to Free Tibet While Enjoying 
Good Food! 
The Green Room 
4328 Main St., 604-688-5565 
Price range: $4-11 
I must have passed by The Green Room 
APbG HOd DDbHPbHiDmenb 
typically been a piano- and acoustic guitar-
driven band. 
While his past work has been notable, 
the first half of this album is Jonny 
Buckland's time to shine. On songs such 
as "Talk," "Low," and "White Shadows," 
the band manages to chisel out a new 
sound utilizing fast, driving bass and 
drums, infectious and rapid guitar, and 
Chris Martin's signature vocal cries. Much 
of the piano that dominated previous 
albums is replaced with organs and syn-
thesizers, presumably played by Martin. 
The ever-present hum of some electric 
synth creates a solid backdrop for 
Buckland's lightning riffs and Guy 
Berryman's pounding bass. This stuff 
drives harder than anything the band has 
done to date; it is certainly an interesting 
2G--30 times before realizing that it was a 
cafe. They have "Free Tibet" t-shirts 
hanging in their windows, so I've always 
dismissed them as a clothing store of 
sorts. It wasn't until the fateful day when I 
saw their daily soup sign that I was 
intrigued. Never mind the fact that the 
weather was completely muggy and 
unbearably hot, I wanted soup. So I ven-
tured into the cafe. By the time my server 
handed me a menu, I had forgotten about 
the daily soup altogether. 
The Green Room was spawned from a 
smoothie/juice bar (which was located in 
Kits). This cozy little cafe's walls are dec-
orated with Tibetan art pieces (that are for 
sale), but if you would like to eat outside 
you can venture into the back where a 
patio (I use the term loosely) is located. 
Although The Green Room serves main-
ly vegetarian and vegan meals, there is also 
a choice of free-range chicken and 
salmon. 
Their yam fries are to die for. Baked to 
step. The only problem is that it may be 
too present. One of the big staples of 
Coldplay on their past albums was the 
great diversity of mood in their songs. 
There are a few tracks that deviate from 
the album's norm, mostly second-half 
songs such as "A Message" and "The 
Hardest Part," but what X&Y really need-
ed was some more low-key piano and 
acoustic numbers along the lines of the 
album's hidden track "'Til Kingdom 
Come." It would have made for a nice bal-
ance. Still, this is nitpicking on what is a 
powerful, well-conceived album with two 
distinct halves. It could be their strongest 
to date, and it certainly makes one wonder 
what they will do next. 
perfection and cut to just the right thick-
ness, served with either a chipotle or 
vegan mayo. If you're not into yams, try 
their cracked chili-and-herb cheese pero-
gies with a garlic-tomato coulis and 
lemon-dill sour cream. 
I won't review the menu for you any 
longer, since I overheard the cook/ owner 
saying she's changing it.... So, I'd hurry 
down to the Green Room if I were you. 
An Italian Urban Fare: East Side Style 
La Gortta Del Formaggio 
1791 Commercial Drive, 604-255-3911 
Price range: (for sandwiches) $4-9 
Although there aren't any square ("gour-
met'') watermelons at La Gortta, there is 
a vast variety of Italian imported goods. 
Prices are a tad higher than other sur-
rounding grocers, but their sandwiches 
and deli meat/ cheeses selection is superb. 
Being a self-proclaimed olive lover, I 
couldn't stay away from their fresh olives. 
Mmm. If you don't like olives, give their 
artichoke hearts a try, or sun-dried toma-
toes, or crunchy pickles. If you're not 
planning to eat them right away, just get 
the deli clerk to put some brine into the 
container. 
Their sandwich counter makes me feel 
like I'm at Subway. You have your choice 
of meat, condiments, and a variety of 
toppings (Olives? Check! Tomatoes? Yes. 
Lettuce? Of course!). 
(Psst, if you want some desserts after 
lunch, go next door to Fratelli.) 
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The Other Press 's Third-
Annual Best of New West 
(oh yeah, and Coquitlam) 
Amanda Aikman, Managing Editor 
Best place to ... 
B e a part of the excitement! Why should we have all the fun? After all, you live 
here too, or at least you go to 
school here, so speak up. Tell us 
where you think the best local 
places to dance, eat, or makeout 
with your boyfriend's best friend 
are (uh, you can send that last one 
to me directly). Responses (50 
words or less, please) can be 
dropped off in Room 1020, New 
West campus, or emailed to 
othereditor@yahoo.ca by July 31. 
Additional write-in Best-Of entries 
are very welcome. Be creative, and 
be sure to pick up next month's 
"Best of New West" issue on 
August 10 to see what made the 
cut. 
Best place to get a free lunch (or at least a cheap one). 
Best place to get something pierced and/ or tattooed. 
Best place to get your dance on. 
Best place to convene with nature. 
Best place to convene with a loved one in nature (and not get caught). 
Best place to drink to excess and do things you will (hopefully) live to 
regret. 
Best place to sing like you've never sung before. 
Best place to spend your last ten student-loan dollars. 
Best place to hook up with a hottie at a Douglas College pub night. 
Best place to get hopped up on caffeine before that painful Monday 
morning language lab. 
Best place to spend a Friday night and still be able to afford to go out 
on Saturday. 
Best place to take the kids for a good time (and not in a Neverland 
Ranch kind of way). 
Best place to get an apartment where you won't be ripped off or mur-
dered in your sleep. 
Best place to workout (or at least get hot and sweaty). 
Best place to park near campus without paying or getting a glove box 
full of parking tickets (c'mon, tell us, we can keep a secret). 
Special On-Campus Section (please specify New West or David 
Lam campus) 
Best on-campus snack food. 
Best on-campus washroom. 
Best on-campus studying spot. 
Best on-campus sleeping spot. 
Best on-campus publication (no pressure). 
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Douglas College 
Bookstore 
New Westminster & 
David Lam Campu es 
4 Days: Tuesday-Friday 
9:00 am-3:30 pm 
Augu t 9-12 
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hite ninja by Scott Bevan 
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the other press is hiring! 
Ap~~ Now! 
Conlacl Mlanda AiM1an, Managm~ Edilor al 
o~er&JR9hoo.ca 
bra~la. 
News Editor 
Sports Editor 
Opinions Editor 
Proofreader 
Office Manager 
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"The Real Deal" Ryan Briggs 
Kevin Welsh, Features Editor 
A t 22, an age when most of us are still pondering what to do with ourselves, Ryan Briggs has 
already been accepted to the New York 
Film Academy, owned and operated a 
backyard wrestling federation, and spent 
two seasons a'S"' the radio voice of base-
ball's Vancouver Canadians. Currently, 
he's entered the world of sports market-
ing at a grassroots level, providing 
internet broadcast play-by-play for various 
junior baseball and football clubs. When 
pressed for the reason behind his early 
success in sports marketing, Briggs offers 
a simple explanation, "If people don't feel 
like they're part of the game or team, they 
won't care. It's got to be real, don't say 
you're something you're not. People don't 
appreciate being misled." 
Briggs grew up in Winnipeg, watching 
the NHL Jets play on TV without sound 
so he could call the game. ''Anything," 
Briggs says, "the NHL, the Blue Bombers, 
the WWF, sports games on the Sega 
Genesis, I loved to call the action." 
Yet, it was calling ·~ction!" that nearly 
led Briggs down an entirely different path. 
While attending Langley Senior 
Secondary, an application form for the 
New York Film Academy caught his eye, 
"You needed to make a movie and send it 
in," he says "so I did." 
His film was called The Scare. Filming 
commenced in July of 2000 and ran 
through August, when Briggs shut down 
the production, fired the cast, and started 
over fresh. "Some toes were stepped on," 
Briggs says, "my friends; some of them 
didn't realize how serious I was. I mean, 
you might as well try to do it right." With 
$3,000 scraped together, shooting restart-
ed in October and ran through April. "It 
was low-budget horror, I needed to get 
noticed, needed to show some semblance 
of talent." 
The plot? Briggs smiles sheepishly, 
"Two teenaged lesbians go on a murder 
rampage. There was some skin (my ex-
girlfriend), we made it as gory as 
possible." 
But is The Scare any good? Good 
enough to get Briggs accepted at the 
Academy, though he was unable to raise 
the $25,000 needed for tuition. "My pas-
sion just wasn't there. I tried making 
another film, Bloocfy Greed, for the Alfred 
Hitchcock Horror Festival in Los 
Angeles, but I couldn't get the commit-
ment together." 
During that time, Briggs and some 
friends founded the Hardcore Wrestling 
Federation (HWF), a backyard, under-
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ground wrestling show that turned some 
heads. "We had it all: blood, tables, barbed 
wire, some of those guys were crazy." 
Those g19s were amateur wrestlers from 
around the lower mainland. Again, his 
friends would soon find out how serious 
Briggs was about HWF. "I had to tell 
some guys, some friends, not to come 
back. Basically, they were fued. But some 
of the nonsense they were doing, we were 
there for fun, we didn't need anyone seri-
ously hurt." 
With its founding wrestling as "The 
Real Deal" Ryan Briggs, the HWF began 
to garner recognition. Briggs applied 
guerrilla-marketing tactics-showering 
the neighbourhood with flyers and paint-
ing the HWF website address on the side 
of his car. Streaming video of matches 
was available through the HWF website. 
That's what got them noticed by Mat Rats, 
a semi-professional wrestling circuit based 
in Calgary, and backed financially by actor 
Jason Hervey (The Wonder Years), and 
WWE RAW general manager, Eric 
Bischoff. "Mat Rats wanted to import 
four of our characters, including mysel£" 
The deal called for $27,000. Briggs and 
company were nearly on the road to 
Calgary when the funding fell through. 
"Hervey and Bischoff cut their ties with 
Mat Rats. The money was gone." That 
sounded the death knell of HWF, which, 
at their peak, performed in front of a 
crowd of 600 people and traveled to 
Washington State for shows. 
Meanwhile, Briggs was pursuing a 
broadcasting diploma from the Columbia 
Academy of Performing Arts. Upon grad-
uating, Briggs was hired as the 
play-by-play man for the Vancouver 
Canadians, a position he held for two 
years. "They interviewed me on Monday, 
hired me on Tuesday, on Wednesday I 
called my first game in Vancouver, and on 
Thursday I traveled with the team to 
Kennewick, Washington." 
The season went well for Briggs, and 
culminated in him calling a professional 
sports championship when the Canadians 
faced the Boise Hawks for the Northwest 
League title. Yet, things turned sour when 
2004 rolled around. "By that time, the 
money being offered had halved. They 
only wanted me for home games." 
Briggs called home games for the 
Canadians in 2004, then parted ways with 
the organization. Now, he's turned his 
attention to junior sports. Currently, he is 
the director of marketing and sales and 
the internet broadcast voice for three local 
junior teams: baseball's Langley Blazes, 
and football's Vancouver Trojans and 
Vancouver Island Raiders. 
Briggs' professional life has become an 
amalgamation of lessons learned in film, 
wrestling, and broadcasting. Briggs has 
taken his professional disappointments in 
stride and continues to get his hands dirty. 
He understands that sports marketing 
requires heart, and that investors rarely 
make money in pro sports. He is a believ-
er in volunteering, in contributing at the 
grassroots level, and building a product 
carefully and properly. It is an approach 
that has laid a foundation of optimism for 
his professional endeavours. 
The Scare was enough to garner accept-
ance at the New York Film Academy, the 
HWF was nearly absorbed by a larger, 
semi-professional circuit, and the 
Vancouver Canadians did go to the cham-
pionship. 
Sooner or later, Briggs will live up to 
his ring persona, "The Real Deal." 
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Transcending Cultures 
Colleen Smith, OP Contributor 
I often wonder why people would move from their native country when it appears so idyllic. What 
qualities do they perceive in another cul-
ture that are compelling enough to entice 
them away? For Beate Gudmundson, it 
was a desire for a life full of ideas and 
openness that prompted her to leave her 
placid life in Thun, Switzerland for 
Canada. 
Gudmundson now resides in the 
urban environment of New Westminster. 
She is a middle-aged, fit, and noticeably 
tranquil person. She lives with her hus-
band and their two school-aged children. 
New Westminster is a medium-sized city 
neighbouring the Fraser River, with an 
economically diverse and culturally dis-
tinct population. Gudmundson's children 
attend a community school where the stu-
dent population's native tongue is 
comprised of 47 languages. 
When describing what she prefers 
about Canada, Gudmundson explains, 
"There is more tolerance here in how 
people live. People just talk to each other 
here and I like that-that easygoing part." 
This is in contrast to the Swiss customs 
she left behind. 
Gudmundson grew up as the second 
youngest in a family of five children. Her 
parents ran the family mechanical shop, 
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and so her grandparents lived in the 
home, as well, helping raise Gudmundson 
and her siblings. Their house was not 
directly in Thune, but rather with "a small 
bunch of houses about one kilometre 
from the town." Gudmundson recalls, "As 
children we had a lot of freedom. We 
lived close to the forest. We had chickens 
and rabbits-it was like a dream life-we 
lived so close to nature. We'd go out to the 
woods and play there for days, climb trees, 
and discover caves." 
Although there were rules to ensure 
safety in the forest, an atmosphere of 
control and protection from within their 
culture reassured parents of their chil-
dren's wellbeing. This was partially 
because any person intending to live in a 
town or city had to register and present 
their citizen documents. This accountabil-
ity pervaded social customs as well, 
including a protocol for addressing people 
and needing their permission to respond 
less formally. People also didn't work on 
Sundays, and the police might be called if 
you left your garbage out on the wrong 
day. "It is quite formal. There are these 
different levels in the language-more 
complex than French-and only if some-
one speaks to you with the less-formal 
tense are you allowed to respond in kind. 
It is also different for women speaking to 
men." 
Gudmundson's resolve to leave the 
contained world of her childhood related 
to her desire for personal development. 
"Although my family is tight knit and very 
close," she says, "there were certain 
dynamics that made me feel like I couldn't 
be quite who I would like to be. At times 
we were so close we maybe inhibited each 
other's growth. I know this is always 
something within my own power, but it is 
hard when there are certain dynamics 
around you." 
Gudmundson traveled to Canada 
before moving here permanently. This is 
where she met and fell in love with her 
husband. Before making the decision to 
stay, however, Gudmundson returned to 
Switzerland alone to look at Canada from 
a distance-from home. "I always felt 
good in Canada; I felt freer. When I left 
Switzerland, I would miss my family, but 
when I left Canada, I missed something 
else." 
When Gudmundson fmally returned 
to Canada, she came to a realization. "It 
was clear to me that life was much 
rougher here. The nature was wilder and 
so were the circumstances people live 
under. The feeling of being watched over 
and taken care of was gone." Along with 
. this shift, however, came liberation and 
the lack of pressure to conform. "I could 
work on what was in my own mind-my 
ego." 
Gudmundson studied naturopathic 
medicine at a community college to aug-
ment her nursing skills and to achieve her 
goal to treat the whole patient. She now 
works from her home, operating a mas-
sage practice and treating her clients with 
Bach flower remedies and essential oils. 
The atmosphere is unassuming; the art on 
display depicts the natural world and an 
aura reminiscent of her childhood in 
Switzerland. Here, Gudmundson offers 
her clients a sanctuary. Her clients, like 
her, are mostly women struggling to bal-
ance motherhood and work. She is also 
immersed in her children's school in sev-
eral volunteer roles. She admits that these 
responsibilities are sometimes too con-
suming, but acknowledges their 
usefulness in revealing societal norms. 
"The connections I get out in the 
community have made such a difference 
to me. I enjoy the different aspects my 
involvement brings into my life--other 
families, interactions, ideas, and different 
ways of doing things. And it may sound 
funny, but the sky is much more open 
here-there is more space somehow." 
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The nnnual Royal Review Part 1: Soccer, Badminton, and Basketball 
Brian McLennon, OP Contributor 
W ith summer well on its way, the Royals will prepare for another successful season in 2005-06. 
But before we move forward, let us reflect 
on the past 2004-05 season. 
Women's Soccer: In the fall of 2004, 
under new Head Coach Randy Taylor, the 
Royals women's soccer program fought 
their way into British Columbia Colleges 
Athletic Association (BCCAA) Provincial 
Championships where they eventually lost 
in the Bronze Medal game to Langara. 
Sally Burnell was named as a First Team 
All-Star, and Nicole Johannson and Hilda 
Simon were both named as Second Team 
All-Stars. 
Men's Soccer:Now a perennial power-
house, the men's soccer program stormed 
through the BCCAA playoffs and defeated 
the number-one ranked team in the coun-
try, the Capilano Blues, by a score of 4-0 in 
the BCCAA gold-medal game. The win 
gave them their third National 
Championship appearance in four years. 
Individual honours went to Devon 
Greenside, who was named an All 
Canadian and First Team All-Star. Joining 
Greenside as a First Team All-Star was 
Azad Palani, who was also the BCCAA All-
Star. Mike Woodridge and Behzad Bahdori 
also received honours, being named 
Second Team All-Stars. 
Badminton: The Royals' badminton 
program has been nationally renowned in 
the Canadian Colleges Athletic Association 
(CCAA) for the past 30 years. With 19 
ational Championships, Head Coach Al 
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Mawani has the program gearing up for 
another. 
Last year, Mawani was inducted into the 
BC Sports Hall of Fame as his athletes saw 
great success on the court. Lindy Liu and 
Alice Lee were BCCAA Gold Medalists in 
the Women's Doubles category and were 
named as All-Stars for their efforts. Bryan 
Yee and Tiffany Cheong also had great suc-
cess in winning the Mixed Doubles gold at 
the BCCAA Championships, and they were 
also named All-Stars. 
Women's Basketball: The women's 
basketball team surprised many people this 
past year as they defeated two nationally 
ranked teams in the first two weekends of 
league play before going on to capture the 
final BCCAA playoff spot. 
Anna Rowinska led the charge and was 
named as a First Team BCCAA All-Star. 
Rowinska was later honoured at the Royals' 
Awards night when she was named Royals 
Female Athlete of the Year. Coach Ed 
Lunn was also honoured that night when 
he was named Royals Coach of the Year. 
Men's Basketball: The men's basket-
ball program had a highly anticipated 
schedule. Ranked fifth in the country at the 
beginning of the season, the Royals hosted 
the University of Georgia Bulldogs in their 
home opener. And although they lost on 
the score sheet, the overall event was a big 
winner. 
The men's basketball season was not a 
great success, but the play of Andre Grant 
was a bright spot as he was named a Fir~t 
Team All-Star. 
Women's Basketball Reloads 
Brian McLennon, OP Contributor 
T he Douglas Co~eg.e women's. basketball program is excited to announce the stgrung of Patn Olsen from Chilliwack, Katrina Kocs from Port Moody, and Andrea Weidmann from Elgin 
Park. 
.Patti Olsen is a 51:JD guard from Chilliwack who is described by 
Chilliwack Coach Joe Ogmundson as a gamer who enjoys setting up a 
teammate just as much as she enjoys scoring. She has excellent ball-han-
dling skills, her assist-to-turnover ratio has always hovered at the 2.5 
mark, and she is in Chilliwack's all-time top-ten in steals, assists, and 
guard rebounding. 
. Royals' Coach, Ed Lunn, believes Patti will add an up-tempo transi-
tton game to the Royals' backcourt. "She will push the ball, hitting the 
open player, but will then be the first player back on the defensive end." 
Coupled with her generous heart and "team-first" attitude, Patti is the 
type of player and person we 
want wearing a Royals uni-
form and representing 
Douglas College. 
Patti will be enrolled in the 
Faculty of Child, Family, and 
Community Studies program 
while at Douglas College. 
Katrina Kocs, or Kat, is a 
srnoo athletic forward from 
Port Moody who is described 
by Port Moody Coach Alex 
Devlin as the ultimate team 
player. Her senior year in high 
school was a break-out sea-
son, and she is expected to 
surprise many basketball peo-
ple with her play at the 
college level. 
Lunn believes Kat will add 
depth to the forward posi-
tion. "Kat will rebound for us 
and add a defensive presence 
with her adlleticism. She is a 
first-class person and team 
player, and we are fortunate 
to have her here at DC." 
Kat is a very consistent 
and calm player. Although quiet by nature, she is a leader through her 
actions. Her greatest qualities are her strength of character, her person-
ality, and her giving spirit. She will do whatever it takes to bring her team 
success. 
Kat will be enrolled in General Studies while at Douglas College. 
Andrea Weidmann is a Sl!lDguard/ forward from Elgin Park, who is 
descr1bed by her coach and father, Rick Weidmann, as a versatile and 
dedicated basketball player. She is an aggressi':'e and physical player who, 
for most of her career, has played as a high-tempo point guard. 
Lunn believes Andrea will surprise many coaches in the league 
because of her tenacity and aggressiveness. 
In her senior year, she became a scoring presence, averaging 15 
points per game. Andrea is a leader on the court who is skilled at involv-
ing her teammates offensively. Andrea's greatest attributes are her work 
ethic, honesty, and integrity. 
Andrea will be enrolled in the Arts program with the intention to 
move on to Business Faculty. 
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Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
T hose of you who don't know me personally (I suppose that's pret-ty much all of you ... ) don't 
know that I am writing this month's sec-
tion from Austtalia. But now you do 
know. And now that that's the case, I'd 
. like to give you all a little idea of what the 
sport scene is like down here. 
Rugby, Aussie Rules Football, and 
Cricket. That's the steady diet of an 
Austtalian sports fanatic. And upon arriv-
ing here, I found that I had no idea how 
any of those sports are played. For 
instance, did you know that there are two 
types of Rugby? Rugby Union is the one 
you're probably familiar with, that's the 
one that team Canada usually plays when 
they get walloped by the All-Blacks or the 
Lions. But Rugby League is the more 
popular game. The main difference is 
that instead of tearing after the ball every 
time a guy gets tackled, they drop the ball, 
kick it back to their teammate, and play 
on. After five tackles, the team with pos-
session must kick it away and the other 
team gets a go. It's really quite bizarre, 
and much more tame than Rugby Union, 
but it seems to be the Rugby of choice 
down here. 
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NBn Season Wrap 
Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
W ell, another NBA season has come and gone and another defence-first team 
has helped the league take a step back-
ward in its development. But. the San 
Antonio Spurs winning the champi-
onship was not the only storyline of 
the 04-DS season, so I will therefore 
take a moment to recap for you the 
stories that caught my attention in last 
year's BA. 
The season started with a flurry of 
player movements as the power sttuc-
ture of the league was completely 
changed. The LA Lakers dissolved as 
Karl Malone called it quits and the 
Shaq-Kobe feud finally led to Shaq 
moving to the Miami Heat. Miami 
benefited, since they won their divi-
sion before bowing out in the Eastern 
Conference Finals to the league's 
other defensive juggernaut, the 
Dettoit Pistons. 
The storyline of the Phoenix Suns 
was very much akin to that of the 
Heat. Their team saw a gigantic boost 
with the signing of the eventual league 
MVP and proud Canadian, Steve 
Nash. The Suns went on to finish the 
regular season with the league's best 
record. They captivated fans by con-
tinuing to play their up-tempo, 
exciting style in the playoffs. However, 
after two exttemely exciting rounds of 
AFL, or Aussie Football League, is 
also big right now. This one's just funny 
to tell the ttuth. They dress the referees 
up all goofy with cute little hats and they 
kick the ball around like schoolkids. It's 
cuter than a sport should be, but enter-
taining nonetheless. 
And then there's cricket. The boring, 
baseball-like sport. The basic rundown is 
that one team gets 60 overs (which con-
sist of six pitches, or bowls, each) or ten 
outs. Players keep batting until they get 
out, and runs are scored in a funky man-
ner that needs not be explained. After 
those 360 bowls or ten outs, the teams 
switch up and the second team has to 
pass the amount of runs that the first 
team scored. So, basically, one team runs 
up the score for a few hours before the 
other team gets a chance to catch up. So 
after the score is 250-D, you sit around 
for a couple of hours before the second 
team makes it interesting by scoring 220 
basketball, the Suns could not stand 
up to the defence of San Antonio and 
the league's first offense-first team in a 
long time was defeated in the Western 
Conference Finals. 
The league's Canadian team, the 
Toronto Raptors, did not fare so well. 
The Raps' season began in turmoil as 
many players found they had violent 
allergies to their new head coach. I, 
for one, was impressed with Coach 
Sam Mitchell's refusal to back down. 
Anyone without a team-first attitude 
didn't play and I appreciated that. 
Finally, the turmoil was mostly put to 
rest with the ttade of Vince Carter to 
the New Jersey Nets. Carter, along 
with Jason Kidd, led the ets to the 
playoffs, while the Raps were led by 
sophomore ace, Chris Bosh, to anoth-
er offseason of rebuilding. 
Now these teams will all look to 
resign and rebuild for the future, and 
my only hope for the NBA next year 
is that Phoenix can tie up all their 
players and pick up someone who 
understands defence. Because then, 
maybe, we can see an offensive team 
win it all. But for now, congratulations 
Steve Nash, here's looking forward to 
another great season of NBA basket-
ball. 
runs. What a sleeper sport. 
Overall, the sporting culture is not 
nearly as big here as it is in Canada. 
People know about their teams, but it's 
not an ali-day obsession like hockey is for 
Canadians. There's no water-cooler talk 
about what's going on in League, and the 
Aussie National Cricket Team's first loss 
to a much weaker side-the biggest 
sporting loss in Austtalia's recent histo-
ry-didn't garner nearly as much 
attention as the World Juniors would in 
Canada. 
For now, I'll just keep looking for the 
Austtalian sport nook, and I'll let you 
know when I find it. Hope you're enjoy-
ing your summer (it's a dismal, rainy, 
winter here) and here's looking forward 
to an NHL season in the fall. Thank God 
for the internet to keep me in the NHL 
know. 
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Brandon says, "When playing sports for the first time 
in a long time, frequent breaks and a nice cold 
brewsky are your true friends. Don't let your other 
"friends" rag on you. Just sit on the sidelines and sip 
at the brew until you're ready to get back in the game. 
Set your own pace, you deserve it for your get-fit 
gusto." 
Send your sporty tip of the month to 
DDP20@hotrnail.com and remember, Frank's not 
your real friend, Mr. Heineken is. 
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for Sale 
BRAND NEW BenQ 
DW1620 16x DL DVD Writer 
with 1 00-spindle 16x rated 
media for a great price of $130. 
If interested, please contact 
Andre at 
acepccanada@grnail.com 
I Saw You 
I saw you. Then I saw my gyne-
cologist. We need to talk. 
You've been taking a bite out of 
my ham, mustard, lettuce, 
tomato, thinly-sliced cheddar, 
and butter sandwich on whole-
wheat bread when you think 
I'm not looking. But I saw you 
last time, and if I catch you 
doing it again I'm gonna eat 
your children. PS: I love you. 
Services 
Tutor/Proofreader (Ph.D) 
$25 /hour for essays, thesis, etc. 
604.837.1016 
or editor888@hotrnail.com 
Vancouver Support Group for 
Students 
Every alternate Friday, 7-9pm. 
RM 4310. 
Contact: Mary Rose Labandelo 
604.526.1735 
Need ink for school? Get refills 
at 80 percent OFF retail prices! 
Please visit 
www.acepccanada.com/ refill.htrn 
for details. 
Professional tutor, writing 
coach, and editor can help with 
English 130, 106, 112, and 109; 
also Business Communications, 
reports, letters, and resumes. 
Quality guaranteed. The 
Writer's Touch, www.writer-
stouch.net 604.437.6069 
Vancouver Support group for 
stutterers. Every alternate 
Friday, 7-9pm. Room 4310, 
New West campus. For more 
info, contact Mary Rose 
Labandelo: 604.526.1735 
Wanted 
OPTions for Sexual Health 
The Efnl!!lgenct Responder Prcgram 
~MS~FWNCI 
Wortqaa! 
01 w CN ~~mc:wr. 
Of,\~ 
Wort ii!IC:OU.. 
- .... w • .....,.~-·-
-
(formerly Planned Parenthood) 
is looking for volunteers to 
assist on the Facts of Life Line, 
a toll-free, confidential, sexual 
health information and referral 
resource line. Call 604.731.4552 
ext. 224, or visit www.optionsfor-
sexualhealth.com 
catltltR..,_, 
~FirwtAN SeMeM 
(101)420-17 .. 
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